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Thoughtful Stewardship in Practice
Stafford County, VA

In 2014, Robert and
Virginia Greenlaw
donated a
conservation
easement on their
146-acre Stafford
County property to the
Land Trust of Virginia. The
Greenlaws strive to be good stewards of their land, Earth’s Echo Farm.
In addition to the long-term commitment to stewardship demonstrated
by their generous easement donation, Robert and Virginia work hard
every day to do right by the land they love.

animals are on an intense scheduled field rotation. The cattle herd gets
moved every day, utilizing mobile electric fencing to give only an amount
of pasture that the herd will graze down in one day. This encourages
them to eat the weeds in addition to the more palatable vegetation,
prevents overgrazing, and ensures better health for the animals by
moving them out of their own manure daily. In addition, each pasture
gets a long rest period before being grazed again. A mobile shade
structure is moved along with the herd and is used to keep the cattle
comfortable out on the open land and to keep them grazing, while also
distributing their manure on the pastures instead of beneath trees along
the river, where cattle could damage shallow roots and their manure
would more likely cause nutrient runoff.

They successfully raise chickens, eggs, cattle, hay, and alfalfa on the
farm without the contamination of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, or
herbicides. Robert’s active field rotation is a part of their thoughtful use
of their property. He keeps everybody and everything moving. All the

The laying hens dwell in a mobile coop constructed on top of a hay
wagon frame that makes its transport easy. They’re kept safe with
mobile electric poultry fencing that keeps ground predators out, and
by guard geese that keep watch for aerial predators such as hawks
Continued on page 3
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September 29th
Tour de Conservation Easement
Register at :
bikereg.com/tour-de-conservation-easements

Begins and ends at Buchanan Hall, Upperville, VA
Rain or shine

Virginia Public Lands Celebration
September 22-29, 2018

Two beautiful routes
offered: 20-mile
(primarily gravel) or
63-mile (½ gravel,
½ paved)

Great pit stops

Ride back-gravel
roads, including
through several private
properties conserved by
conservation easements

King and Queen of
Mountain competition
with $100 prizes

Sag wagon
Lunch and beer
provided at finish

For a listing of celebrations, go to:
vaunitedlandtrusts.org/events/virginia-public-lands-day/

From The Land Trust of Virginia Board of Directors
The acceptance and recordation of a landowner’s donation of a conservation easement is the “glamorous” part of a land trust’s work,
the part that often garners publicity. Such events are typically the result of months, if not years, of work between the land trust and
the landowner and can justifiably be a cause for celebration. The number of easements a land trust holds and the amount of acreage
protected by those easements tend to be the metrics by which some measure a land trust’s performance.
A land trust’s stewardship work usually goes unnoticed by the general public. Stewardship, however, is at the heart of what land trusts
do. It is a responsibility that a land trust assumes in perpetuity when it holds easements. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission
considers a land trust’s management of its stewardship program to be one of the most critical metrics of a land trust’s performance. The
accreditation process includes a critical examination of a land trust’s ability to fulfill its stewardship responsibilities.
At the Land Trust of Virginia, we take pride in how we manage our stewardship work. As with any land trust of our age and size, we have
learned through experience that our relationships with landowners are key to successful stewardship. We recognize that as more of our
easement properties are passed along to successor owners, the greater the need to cultivate those new relationships. When faced with a
violation of the terms of an easement, we try to resolve the issue through discussion and education. If after a thorough review of the facts
and the circumstances, however, LTV’s staff and Board determine that stronger measures are required to defend the easement, then we
are willing to take appropriate action and commit the necessary resources.
For landowners, the donation of a conservation easement is a significant act of stewardship in and of itself. Their donation is a
commitment to protect the natural resources and conservation values that exist on their properties. Landowners donate easements for a
variety of reasons, but such decisions are typically born of an appreciation for, and sense of connection to their land.
Stewardship is generally recognized as the acceptance or assignment of responsibility to shepherd and safeguard something entrusted
to one’s care. From a landowner’s perspective, their stewardship is reflected in the care they take to shepherd their property during their
brief time as owners of land that will long outlast them. From the land trust’s perspective, a conservation easement assigns to them the
permanent responsibility to safeguard the conservation values found on the easement donor’s property. LTV accepts that stewardship
responsibility with each easement we hold and we assume it with gratitude for the trust that the easement donor places in us.
In a very real way, the conservation easement donor and the land trust become partners in the stewardship of the land. This is how the
Land Trust of Virginia views its relationships with those who donate easements. The easement donor knows that LTV will be their partner
well beyond their ownership of their property.
For the Board,
Christopher C. Dematatis
Chairman
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Thoughtful Stewardship (continued)
the riparian buffers along the Rappahannock River and around their
pond. The old tree stumps will be left in place along the river banks to
help prevent soil erosion.
To compensate for the loss of the ash trees, Robert and Virginia have
planted about 400 native tree species this year alone around the pond
and along the road adjacent to the property. These trees will reduce
erosion, help break up the intense wind that comes across the fields,
and provide habitats for wildlife. Robert is very proud of the wildlife
found on his farm. Specifically, the populations of quail and butterflies
have increased over the last few years.
Chickens follow the cows as they rotate fields. Movable shelter pictured.

and bald eagles. The chickens are rotated over the same area that the
cattle graze just a few days after the cows have been moved. The cattle
mow the grass for the chickens and in return the chickens’ job is to
help clean the pasture of fly larvae that hatch from the cow manure. In
their quest for the tasty bugs, the hens scratch out the manure, thereby
distributing it over the fields and preventing dead or “sore” spots. The
temporary fencing is picked up and moved every couple of days to keep
pace with the cattle. These methods keep the soil fertilized without
over-saturation, prevents erosion, and prevents over-grazing of the
grass, which helps to keep the weeds low and gives the native grass
species a chance to remain established. The result of all this effort is an
ecologically responsible method of maintaining the farm that allows the
soils to heal.

Earth’s Echo Farm has accomplished much of this with the help of
Virginia’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). They have
provided grants to help with the costs of the tree planting, permanent
fencing for the riparian areas, drilling of a well for the animals, and 10
four-hole watering troughs for the cattle.
Robert and Virginia Greenlaw have been determined, from the start,
to be the best stewards of the land that they can possibly be, and their
land and the animals on it are showing the results of their hard work.

Unfortunately, the farm has been hit hard by the Emerald Ash Borer, an
invasive species of beetles that have devastated ash trees throughout
the mid-Atlantic. Work is underway to remove the dead trees on the
property. Robert plans to salvage as much of the wood as possible to
use in projects around the farm, such as re-siding his barn. Once these
trees have been removed, permanent fencing will be installed to protect
Hundreds of native trees have been planted.

Volunteer Spotlight
Clare Rodenberg

Clare Rodenberg joined LTV on a
part-time basis in March 2015 while
completing her Masters degree in
Geospatial Analysis at the University of
Mary Washington. Clare was born and
raised in northern Fauquier County
near Delaplane. Her familiarity with
the area in which LTV holds so many
conservation easements, plus her
mapping skills and keen interest in
land conservation, immediately made her a valuable addition to LTV’s
stewardship staff.
Clare completed her master’s thesis within the following year and was
offered a job at a company that took her initially around the United
States, and then to Europe and Asia, utilizing her mapping talents.

In between her travels, however, she continued to work part-time in
support of LTV’s easement work by making maps for our Blue Ridge
Conservation Initiative, and continued to visit LTV easement properties
as part of our annual stewardship work.
Eventually Clare’s work and travel schedule became even more
challenging but she wanted to continue to help LTV when she could.
Since early 2017, Clare has volunteered her time to create additional
maps of LTV’s Blue Ridge study area and has made stewardship visits to
20 easement properties for each of the past two years.
This summer Clare took on another challenge. She has discontinued
her globetrotting mapping work and has embarked on her pursuit of a
PhD in Environmental Science at the University of Virginia.
Clare’s contributions to LTV’s easement and stewardship programs
have been significant. She has been generous with her time and energy
and the maps she has created will continue to be an important part of
LTV’s easement outreach efforts for years to come. We are fortunate
to have her as a part of LTV’s team.
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Land Trust of Virginia’s

Stewardship in Action
In the field and in the air

When the Land Trust of Virginia agrees
to hold an easement on a landowner’s
property, they are agreeing to monitor
that property annually to ensure it is in
compliance with the easement. Meeting
with each landowner each year enables
LTV staff to learn about and discuss
any changes being proposed for the
next year. Good relationships between
LTV’s staff and landowners ensures
that the conservation values protected
by the conservation easement remain
protected in perpetuity.

LTV staff Isa Bryant and Seth Young take a break with landowner Catharine Tucker during the annual
stewardship visit to learn more about the various fern species located on her property in Hanover.
Catharine, a Master Naturalist, won the 2018 LTV Steward of the Year Award.

Greene County
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Sometimes LTV works with landowners to help
with various habitat management issues or to help
with protection of certain conservation values.
In this picture, Isa Bryant is flagging a wetland
boundary for a landowner.

Madison County

C onservation News

Ashton Cole, LTV’s Director of Conservation
and Stewardship, is also a fearless field
leader. Here Ashton is determined to find a
corner point of a property during a Baseline
Documentation Report visit in Fauquier
County. That pursuit took him over a fallen
tree with thick thorny brush all around
leaving little room for error. Both LTV staff
made it out of the thicket with no missteps
or bloodshed. Fieldwork is never boring.

A view of several northern Loudoun County LTV
easement properties being monitored by air.

Albemarle County

LTV co-holds two easements with Northern Virginia
Conservation Trust (NVCT). In addition, LTV holds
the easement on a property that NVCT owns. This
year NVCT staff Daniel Saltzbergand and LTV staff
Isa Bryant teamed up to monitor the two co-holds
and visit the NVCT-owned property. It was a good
day of stewarding with the two organizations sharing
knowledge and experience.
Aerial photography of easement properties has been a part of LTV's Stewardship
Program for the last 10 years. Chris Dematatis has donated many flight hours over the
past decade to help LTV staff monitor land on which it holds conservation easements.
All involved agree that it makes for a great day at the office.
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The Steps Involved in
LTV's Stewardship Program
The Land Trust of Virginia’s stewardship work begins with the planning
we do with easement donors during the drafting of their conservation
easements. It includes an evaluation of the natural resources and
conservation values contained on the donor’s property and a
determination with the landowner of measures that will be included in
the easement to protect those resources and values.
Integral to this planning process is the preparation of a baseline
documentation report (BDR). This report is a combination of written
descriptions, photographs, maps and any other information needed
to thoroughly summarize the conditions existing on the property,
both natural and man-made, at the time of the donation of the
conservation easement. It serves as a reference for regular annual
monitoring of the property and is updated periodically to document
any changes that occur on the property after the original donation.
LTV annually monitors every property in its easement portfolio. The
primary goal of this monitoring is to ensure that the provisions of
each easement are being honored. LTV staff typically monitors an
easement property by visiting the property and, ideally, meeting with
the landowner. It provides an opportunity to talk with landowners, to
answer any questions they might have about their easements, to hear
from them about plans they might have for making changes to their
properties, and to work with them on any environmental concerns
such as erosion or invasive species. Establishing and maintaining
relationships with each of its landowners is an important component
of LTV’s stewardship program and of keeping the property protected
as intended.
LTV now holds 165 easements on almost 18,000 acres in 14
counties in Virginia. As it has expanded its area of operations,
LTV has incorporated aerial monitoring of its easement properties
into its stewardship program. Each year LTV flies over some of
the properties, documents the conditions with aerial photographs
and later compares those photos with earlier photography of the
property. If a change is observed, then LTV staff will follow up with
an on-the-ground visit.
If LTV staff determines that a change has been made to the property
that is in violation of the terms of the conservation easement, LTV

staff and Board prioritize working with the landowner to resolve the
issue. It has been LTV's experience that such violations by an original
easement donor are infrequent. It has been LTV’s experience that
such violations by an original easement donor are infrequent. More
often such violations occur on a property that has been transferred
to a successor owner who may not fully understand the restrictions
found in the easement.
A prospective purchaser of a property on which LTV holds an
easement may want to understand if the easement will allow them
to make certain “improvements” to the property or allow them to
engage in certain activities. In such cases, LTV will provide a letter of
interpretation of the relevant sections of the conservation easement.
Each conservation easement is unique and is tailored to the
individual property and to the easement donor’s requirements. Many
easements allow for future changes to the property, some of which
may require notice be given to LTV or, in some instances, that LTV
approve such a change. LTV reviews and responds to these notices
and acts on requests for approvals promptly.
The donors of some conservation easements may decide at a later
date that they wish to extinguish a right they reserved in the original
easement. For example, the donor of an easement on a large farm
may have reserved a right to divide the property into two parcels,
but subsequently decides to give up that division right. In such
an instance, LTV works with the landowner to amend the original
easement to make it more restrictive.
All of the stewardship work that has been mentioned here involves
careful and thorough documentation, beginning with the BDR and
continuing with annual monitoring reports, periodic updates to the
baseline information, and all communications with landowners.
LTV always considers it a privilege to accept the donation of a
landowner’s conservation easement. As is often the case, with
privilege comes responsibility. We gladly accept the responsibilities
that come with each new easement. LTV’s success in land
conservation has been, and will continue to be, reliant on our effective
and meaningful stewardship of the easements we hold.

SAVE THE DATE
sunday, may 19, 2019
4:00 – 7:00 PM
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AN EVENT YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS!

FOR LTV’S FABULOUS ANNUAL

Garden Party
Graciously hosted by Mrs. Mimi Abel Smith
at Hickory Tree Farm, Middleburg
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543 Acres Permanently Protected
Orange County, VA
The Land Trust of Virginia is proud to report that
we have assisted the Montebello Rosse Trust in
conserving their 543-acre farm in Orange County,
Virginia, which was originally established as a farm
in 1728. The easement permanently eliminates
the possible division of the property into 250+
building lots. The Land Trust of Virginia is honored
to have been selected to hold the Rosse family's
conservation easement and are proud to add
them to our list of “Conservation Leaders” for the
permanent protection of this special property.
The conservation values of the property include
its open fields, forests, wetlands, and rolling hills
that comprise some of the most historic and pastoral landscapes
in Orange County. The farm is contiguous to two other properties
protected by conservation easements, thus adding to this large
envelope of conserved land. The property has more than 200 acres
of soils recognized by the USDA as being either “Prime Farmland
Soils” or “Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance.” The property
has over 325 acres of forest, as well as 11 acres of wetlands and almost
a mile of a USGS Perennial Stream that are part of the Rapidan and
Rappahannock River Watersheds.

“It is a lot to care for and maintain and is a continuous work in
progress,” remarked Andrea Rosse. The expansive fields are
kept in hay. The 260 year old formal gardens have been lovingly
restored and a concerted effort is being made to keep the
massive walls of boxwoods healthy. In addition to the work being
done on the land, each of the many buildings – including the main
house, caretaker’s cottage, barns, and numerous outbuildings –
have undergone restoration.
The family suspects that the original part of the house can be traced to
the outline of a small structure in the basement that has been added
onto over time. The maintenance of the now large
manor house is almost constant. The old clothinsulated electrical wiring was recently removed and
upgraded to current code requirements and the
roofing was completely replaced. But the entire home
maintains its colonial aesthetics and architectural
details. Parts of the interior have been modernized, so
that the family can enjoy it by today’s standards, while
other parts maintain the historical integrity.
The Rosse Family can trace their ancestral roots back
on this property and, with their foresight, they can
now rest assured that their children, as well as many
generations to come, will be able to use and enjoy
the farm, which is now forever protected.

Planned
Giving Program
Members of the Legacy Giving Fund
Childs F. Burden
Steffanie Burgevin
Christopher C. Dematatis

Joseph A. Miller
Kathleen Ribaudo *
James E. Rich

Donating a planned gift to the Land Trust of Virginia’s
Legacy Giving Fund demonstrates a strong and deep
commitment to protecting, in perpetuity, Virginia’s
beautiful open spaces and natural and historic
resources. By so doing, you will be supporting the
continued growth of our easement program and
ensuring the protection of the properties already
entrusted to us for generations to come.
* Deceased
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