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“A Landscape Under Threat”
A Conservation Gathering at Llangollen Farm
On Saturday, April 21st, the Land Trust
of Virginia co-sponsored “A Landscape
Under Threat” at historic Llangollen
Farm in southwestern Loudoun County.
The Mosby Heritage Area Association
(MHAA) and the Loudoun County
Preservation and Conservation Coalition
(LCPCC) joined LTV in co-sponsoring a
half-day discussion about how the local
conservation community can work more
collaboratively to meet the challenges to
land conservation in Loudoun, Fauquier
and Clarke Counties. Donald and Patricia
Brennan, the current owners and stewards
of Llangollen, graciously hosted the event.
Over 150 local concerned citizens,
landowners, representatives from
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conservation and preservation
organizations, and elected officials gathered
to explore measures that can be taken to
protect more effectively the natural and
cultural resources of this region.
Al Van Huyck, LCPCC Chair and keynote
speaker at the event, remarked that, “When
a place is destroyed, it is forever. A
plaque or a photograph of a historic site
is not a substitute.” Al urged Loudoun
County residents to get involved in the
Envision Loudoun 2040 plan and to keep in
mind, “Elections matter.”
Chris Dematatis, LTV’s Chairman, presented
information generated by the Land Trust
of Virginia’s “Blue Ridge Conservation

Bob Lee
Continued on page 2
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"A Landscape Under Threat" (continued)

From The Land Trust of
Virginia Board of Directors
A Community of Supporters
The Land Trust of Virginia co-sponsored a symposium titled “A
Landscape Under Threat” at Llangollen in April and held our
20th Annual Garden Party at Peace and Plenty at Bollingbrook
in May. Both events, featured elsewhere in this newsletter,
provided meaningful reminders for all of us at LTV that we are
part of a large community of organizations and individuals who
are concerned about land conservation in Virginia.

Above, conversations continued over lunch.

Initiative,” a strategic conservation project that targets the
protection of a 40-mile stretch along the Blue Ridge Mountains
from Shenandoah National Park to Harpers Ferry. Chris
noted that, according to the Department of Conservation and
Recreation, this portion of the Blue Ridge and the surrounding
valleys are highly vulnerable to development.
Stephen C. Price, Chairman of MHAA, encouraged the audience to
become more engaged in the advocacy of protecting our natural
and cultural resources, noting that county governments cannot be
trusted to always make the right decisions.
Following those presentations, Bob Lee, former Executive
Director of the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, and former County
Administrator of both Clarke and Fauquier Counties, moderated
a panel discussion. Panelists included Harry Atherton, former
Chair of the Fauquier County Board of Supervisors; George
Ohrstrom, Chair of the Clarke County Planning Commission and
of the Piedmont Environmental Council; Malcom Baldwin, former
acting Chair and senior staff member of the White House Council
on Environmental Quality and former LTV board member; Tom
Gilmore, Chief Real Estate Officer of the Civil War Trust; and
Karen Lutz, Director of the Mid-Atlantic Region of the Appalachian
Trail Conservancy. The panelists agreed that the protection
of the region from uncontrolled development is paramount
and that better collaboration amongst all conservation minded
organizations in the area is critical.
Landowners present at the event who have placed their properties
into conservation easement were asked to stand and were thanked
for their leadership. One of the action items from the symposium
was to encourage those easement donors and others to seek out
their neighbors and encourage them to also place their land in
easement. Another action item was a commitment from members
of the conservation community to find ways to work more
cooperatively so that more land is conserved.
The timing for the “A Landscape Under Threat” event comes
on the heels of recent conservation losses in Loudoun County.
Speakers mentioned multiple development threats that are
Continued on page 3
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The events were also demonstrations of the willingness of those
involved to translate their concerns into investments of their
time, their energy and expertise, or their financial resources, to
support land conservation.
Support for the Land Trust of Virginia’s conservation work
comes in many forms and from many sources. Every year we
receive donations ranging from the purchase of a Garden Party
ticket to major financial gifts. Some volunteers donate a few
hours each year while others give us several weeks of their time.
There are those who offer items, services, and experiences for
our silent auction each spring and each year we are blessed by
the generosity of those who host the Garden Party at which
those silent auctions are held.
Our financial donations and other forms of support come
from individuals and families, from small businesses and large
corporations, from foundations and from local, state and
national land conservation organizations.
The contributions we receive each year from the landowners
who choose to donate their conservation easements to LTV
are significant for two reasons. Each easement is important for
the land that it conserves. Each is also a demonstration of the
trust the landowner has in LTV to be a responsible holder and
steward of their easement. Their trust is a form of support that
is immeasurable in dollars and speaks to the care we have taken
as our organization has grown and assumed more and more
stewardship responsibilities.
Members of the Land Trust of Virginia’s Board, Advisory Council
and staff all recognize and appreciate the many ways in which
others who share a goal of greater land conservation in Virginia
support our work. We are proud to be a part of that large
conservation community.
For the Board,
Christopher C. Dematatis
Chairman
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A Loudoun County Community Comes
Together to Create Their Own Trail System
North Fork Neighborhood Trails

Recently, a dozen property owners outside Purcellville met to pour
over a large map of their area’s gravel roads, nearby properties, creeks,
and ponds. They were looking for a way to form a series of local trails
that would primarily use Loudoun County’s unpaved roads but also
occasionally cross private property. They were looking to create a
series of trails that would loop around to bring the paths’ users back
to their starting point.
The group met and within a short time had mapped out five or six
possible trails, all located in the North Fork area. One neighbor said:
“We want safe trails to walk our dogs, ride our horses, observe birds
and nature, or just get a little exercise while getting out into this
beautiful, rural part of our county.”
The newly formed “North Fork Neighborhood Trails” organization
points out that no private property would be crossed or walked
without that property owner’s knowledge and consent. The North
Fork Trail group all agreed on several ground rules. Members of the
group agreed to be respectful of each other’s properties, to stay on
the designated trails, to keep dogs on leashes, to not drink alcohol or
smoke, and to only use the trails during daylight hours. They also all
agreed to sign liability releases.
Some of these trails will be a half-mile or mile, while others will be
longer. There are at least two nearby ponds that the trails could
pass, which would make for good bird watching. While still in the
planning stages, members of the North Fork Neighborhood Trail

group are approaching
local landowners.
They know that some
property owners may
not mind the occasional
neighbor or two walking
across a corner of their
property, or along a
fence line, but they
may not want dogs or
horses to cross their
land. “That’s the owner’s
decision and we respect
it,” said one of the horse
riders in the group.
“No one here wants
Members of the Trail Group reveiwing maps.
to do anything that would
make a neighbor unhappy.”
Property owners near the proposed trails will be invited to join the
Trail Group. “This will be a fun way to get to know neighbors, get
some exercise, and enjoy nature. It’s a win-win-win situation!” said
one of the organizers.
Outdoor equestrian or walking trails can help increase property
values. They make communities more livable. They help protect open
space and provide great exercise. LTV commends the efforts of this
neighborhood group.

"A Landscape Under Threat" (continued)
Mr. Brennan closed the event with this, “What would Chief Justice
John Marshall, the original owner of this farm, think if he were
here today? Would he recognize the landscape? As it stands
today, Marshall would actually recognize it, thanks to the efforts
of easement donors and preservation organizations, but that can
change with one developer’s shovel.”

Above, Chris Dematatis presented information on LTV’s Blue Ridge
Conservation Initiative.

looming in Loudoun and Fauquier Counties. Concerns were
expressed that preservation efforts are not resonating with elected
officials. Attendees were encouraged to get involved and speak to
their elected officials because conservation and preservation issues
are in their hands.

Conservation leaders and citizens at the event emphasized
the importance of taking action now. It was a message that
clearly resonated with everyone in attendance. We were all
encouraged to be more proactive, not reactive, in the face of
development pressures. LTV will continue to do our part to
encourage landowners to donate conservation easements on
their properties and will expand our efforts to collaborate with
others in the local conservation community to protect more of
our precious landscape.
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The Land Trust of Virginia Welcomes Over 350 Supporters to
“Peace & Plenty” at Bollingbrook for

20th Annual

Garden Party
More than 350 guests gathered on May 20th
to celebrate LTV’s ongoing conservation
efforts. The 20th annual Garden Party
was hosted by Mrs. Rose Marie Bogley at
her historic estate, “Peace and Plenty” at
Bollingbrook. The event was attended by
an array of supporters – easement donors,
conservation professionals, business
sponsors, and others who share a passion
for land conservation in Virginia.
The event featured a silent auction,
awards ceremony, and wet paint auction,
Painting for Preservation, in which
accomplished local artists created
works of art based on the
gardens and scenes around
“Peace & Plenty.”

The Garden Party also serves as an
opportunity to recognize people who have
played an integral role in helping LTV carry
out its mission. Chris Dematatis, LTV’s
Chairman of the Board, presented three
awards. The first, Steward of the Year, was
awarded to Catharine W. Tucker, a life-long
conservationist and environmental educator
who placed her 70-acre property in Hanover
County under easement in 2011. The second
award, Landowner of the Year, was awarded
to Michael A. Smith, who worked with LTV in
2017 to put an easement on his 350acre Atoka Farm, which contains

99 acres of the core battlefield area of the
Battle of Upperville. The third and final award
of the afternoon, Conservationist of the Year
for Leadership and Lifetime Achievement,
went to Jacqueline B. Mars. LTV worked with
Mrs. Mars in 2017 to protect Meredyth Farm,
her 216-acre property in Fauquier County.
As LTV’s leading annual fundraising event, it
was a highly successful event on a glorious
day. LTV would like to thank everyone who
contributed and attended and especially our
gracious hostess, Mrs. Rose Marie Bogley,
for providing the perfect backdrop for a
celebration of conservation.

Rose Marie Bogley’s lovely home.
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Catharine W. Tucker accepts award
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Malcolm Matheson (center) accepts the award
on behalf of Jacqueline B. Mars

Spectacular flowers by Barbara Sharp and
incredible food by Pampas Fox

Hurst Groves, Karen Carbone (center), Barbara Sharp

Howard Armfield, Rose Marie Bogley, Tom Neel, Gloria Armfield

Tom Jeffrey, Elaine Watt, Peter Leonard-Morgan,
Will Nisbet, Eric Combs
John Miller and Constance Barker

Volunteers getting ready for the big event. Paula Robinson,
Sally Godfrey, Suzanne Obetz, Mary Ellen Walsh, Kalie Lasley,
Laura Farrell, Rebecca McDermott.

Mary Ellen Walsh, Ashton
Cole, Bettina Gregory,
Anne D’lgnazio

Linda Devan, Tania Woerner, Evelyn
Vertucci, Patsy Richards, Diane Ragoe,
Radha Padmanabhan (front)

Robert Dove,
Walter Hitchcock

A table full of wonderful auction
items, thanks to dozens of
generous donations
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A Model of Land Stewardship
Restoration at Mutton Hollow

Hurley, to learn what could be done to remove the invasive plants and
reclaim the meadow. Within a few months, a large-scale restoration
project was underway.

Deep in the heart of Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains lies Mutton
Hollow, a 675-acre tract owned by Dan and Motoko Vining. In 2006
the Vinings donated a conservation easement on their property that
is co-held by LTV and the Blue Ridge Foothills Conservancy. They
have generously leased the land to the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Conservancy (PATC) and allowed them to open the property to
hikers and others interested in exploring the hollow. Mutton Hollow is
situated in Greene County within a few hundred feet of Shenandoah
National Park and directly adjacent to several other protected
properties, including another 270-acre parcel sold by Dan Vining to
PATC and then placed into a conservation easement held with LTV.
Mutton Hollow is teeming with wildlife as well as relics of human
habitation. Along side Mattie’s Run, a gently flowing stream in the
hollow, sits an old barn and stone home foundation with a small
cemetery nearby. On the other side of Mattie’s Run, further up the
mountain, are three early 20th century farm buildings and Vining
Cabin, a beautiful modern structure built by Dan Vining’s parents. It
is located far enough up the mountainside to gaze down the hollow
towards two of the old farm structures. Connecting these structures
is a 10-acre clearing that was once grazed by livestock.
In the years since the disappearance of the homesteaders and
livestock, a different type of settler has claimed the meadow – invasive
plants. The lack of canopy cover allowed a variety of non-native
plant species to thrive, turning the once open meadow into a tangle
of ailanthus (Tree of Heaven), paulownia trees, autumn olive bushes,
multiflora rose, and a dozen other invasive species.
PATC volunteers Mark Walkup and Thomas Jorgensen consulted
with a fellow Greene County landowner and invasive plant expert, Jim

For the first phase of the project, the team hired a contractor to
use a ‘forestry mulcher’ in the meadow, a machine that uses a rotary
drum with steel chipper teeth to shred vegetation. Meanwhile, a
crew cut and sprayed the invasive trees that were too large or out
of reach for the mulcher. Since that initial treatment, the more
resilient invasive plants have been cut and sprayed with an herbicide.
Although the war with these invaders is not over, the first battle at
Mutton Hollow has been won and the meadow has been reclaimed.
PATC plans to continue spot-spraying and bush-hogging the
meadow for years until the invasive species have been eradicated.
In the months since the initial treatment in late 2017, native grasses
have already begun to return.
Dozens of local residents have offered their time in support of the
ongoing Mutton Hollow project and there are other similar projects
underway in the area, including in Shenandoah National Park.
For Mark Walkup, a PATC volunteer who helped to spearhead the
project, one of the most rewarding aspects of the project has been
the increased awareness within the local community of the threat
invasive plants pose to Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains.
Funding for the project was provided by a grant from the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as well as from the Vining
family and the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
“It’s a long-term vision. And PATC has a long-term commitment,”
said Mark. “We remain immeasurably grateful for the Vining family’s
generosity in support of this vision. We are honored by their
partnership with PATC to conserve this rare treasure and are thrilled
with their trusting, progressive attitude that welcomes strangers
seeking respite and restoration in the hollow’s natural beauty.”
The Land Trust of Virginia encourages landowners to be aware of
invasive plants on their property and take steps to eradicate them.
For additional resources or information on invasive plants in Virginia,
email Seth Young at seth@landtrustva.org or call the Land Trust
office at (540) 687-8441.

Important Change to Virginia’s Land Preservation Tax Credit:
Effective July 1, 2018, individual taxpayers who originally earned the credit can transfer any unused credits through a will, bequest, or
other instrument of transfer to a designated beneficiary upon his or her death. If such taxpayer dies without a will, any unused credits
will be transferred to the next person who is eligible to receive according to Virginia’s laws of intestate succession. This change applies
to transfers of unused credits upon the death of a taxpayer occurring on or after July 1, 2018, regardless of when the unused credits
were earned. The 2% transfer fee does not apply to transfers to a beneficiary. For more information, contact your tax advisor.
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Ana-Elisa (Isa) Bryant,
LTV’s Stewardship Manager
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Virginia Environmental
Endowment Gives Grant for
LTV Conservation Initiative
The Virginia Environmental
Endowment recently awarded
LTV a $20,000 grant in
support of our initiative to
help landowners along the
northernmost 40 miles of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia
conserve their properties through conservation easements.

Ana-Elisa Bryant joined LTV as our Stewardship Manager in
September 2017. Isa graduated from Sweet Briar College with a
degree in Biology and from Virginia Polytechnic Institute with a
Master’s degree in Natural Resource Management. During her time
at Sweet Briar and Virginia Tech, and in the years since, Isa worked
and volunteered for a number of land trusts, including the Virginia
Outdoors Foundation. Her love of the outdoors was influenced by
the time she spent exploring the Rocky Mountains with her family
on frequent trips to their home in Idaho. Their outdoor oriented
summer treks also included visits to their family home on Swan
Island, Maine.

This initiative focuses on the Blue Ridge from the Shenandoah National
Park to Harpers Ferry and the nearby valleys in Loudoun, Fauquier,
Warren, and Clarke Counties. Virginia’s DCR ranks the roughly 200,000
acres within LTV’s study area as “highly vulnerable” to development.

Isa initially worked with Ashton Cole, LTV’s Director of Conservation
and Stewardship, to become familiar with LTV’s 162 conservation
easements, the landowners, and the diverse nature of these
protected properties. In January she began monitoring visits and,
as of this publication, is on schedule to meet our annual goal of
monitoring all of our easements by July 31st. Isa has met with a
majority of the landowners and has worked to answer questions
and make suggestions about short and long-term stewardship.

This current grant will help fund LTV’s outreach to the owners
of properties identified as priorities for conservation. The grant
requires that LTV raise $20,000 in matching funds. For information
on this conservation initiative or to donate a matching gift, please
contact Sally Price at sally@landtrustva.org or 540-687-8441.

Isa devotes much of her spare time to her lifelong passion for
horses. She is currently focused on training and competing in
Horse Trials (“Eventing”). If Isa and her beagle, Darwin, are not at
the barn, they are likely hiking sections of the Appalachian Trail.
Isa’s intelligence, energy, and winning personality make her an
important part of LTV’s team and we are proud to have her with us.

What goes together like peanut butter & jelly?
Like morning & coffee? Like hot dogs & baked beans?
Conservation easements & open roads!
SAVE the date for LTV’s 2nd Annual
“Tour de Conservation Easements”
Saturday, September 29th, 9 a.m.
Two bike rides being offered – 32 km
and 100 km – Both along gravel roads
including private roads through beautiful
conserved properties.
Watch www.bikereg.com for more information.

LTV previously produced 21 maps of the natural resources and
conservation values found on properties within this study area. We
analyzed the results of the mapping and determined which properties
contain the highest number of those resources and conservation
values. That work was funded, in part, by earlier grants from the
Virginia Environmental Endowment and the Land Trust Alliance’s
Excellence Grant Program.

Planned
Giving Program
Members of the Legacy Giving Fund
Childs F. Burden
Steffanie Burgevin
Christopher C. Dematatis

Joseph A. Miller
Kathleen Ribaudo *
James E. Rich

Donating a planned gift to the Land Trust of Virginia’s
Legacy Giving Fund demonstrates a strong and deep
commitment to protecting, in perpetuity, Virginia’s
beautiful open spaces and natural and historic
resources. By so doing, you will be supporting the
continued growth of our easement program and
ensuring the protection of the properties already
entrusted to us for generations to come.
* Deceased
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