
The Land Trust of Virginia began 2017 with 
many reasons to celebrate our 25th year of land 
conservation.  As we approach the end of our 
silver anniversary, we have even more to look 
forward to as we embark on our next 25 years.  

Our conservation successes have been possible 
due to the work and talent of LTV’s professional 
staff, our dedicated and engaged Board of 
Directors and Advisory Council, our enthusiastic 
volunteers, the generosity of our many financial 
supporters and, of course, the landowners who 
have donated conservation easements to LTV.

Conservation Easements

This year has been filled with notable 
conservation success stories, including examples 
of how diverse easement properties can be, both 
in the size of the properties and the conservation 
values protected by those easements.  

LTV has recorded five easements thus far in 
2017, protecting 581 acres of land.  We expect 
to record another nine easements before the 
year’s end, protecting another 1,700 additional 

acres.  We anticipate that we will complete our 
25th year with over 160 conservation easements 
on more than 18,000 acres.

Our easements this year include small properties 
within the historic rural villages of Waterford 
in Loudoun County and Upperville in Fauquier 
County.  They also include larger properties such 
as the Meredyth Farm easement donated by 
Jacqueline Mars and the Atoka Farm easement 
donated by Mike Smith.  Those easements 
protect the scenic beauty of Virginia and 
important historical and cultural resources.  They 
also conserve agricultural resources, streams and 
wetlands, and wildlife habitats.

In addition to the 2017 easements, LTV’s staff is 
working with landowners on 16 more easements 
slated for recordation in 2018. 

Collaboration and Outreach

We have increased our work with others 
in the local and regional land conservation 
communities.  Much of our success stems 
from such collaborations.  We co-hold 

conservation easements with the Northern 
Virginia Conservation Trust, the Capital Region 
Land Conservancy, and the Blue Ridge Foothills 
Conservancy.  We have worked with landowners 
referred to us by the Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation, the Piedmont Environmental 
Council, and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy.  

We have received a grant from the Civil War 
Trust for easement projects that conserve Civil 
War battlefields and a grant from the Virginia 
Environmental Endowment (VEE) for our long-
term goals of conserving more of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in northern Virginia.

Our Blue Ridge Conservation Priorities Initiative 
is focused on the Blue Ridge in Loudoun, 
Fauquier, Clarke, and Warren Counties.  This 
40 mile long stretch is the longest unprotected 
section of the Blue Ridge and is under 
considerable development pressure.  LTV is 
working with other members of the Blue Ridge 
Conservation Alliance to protect this area.
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The mapping we generated during our VEE 
funded study of the Blue Ridge led to an 
invitation to make a presentation of our 
work in September at the Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy’s Large Landscape Conference in 
Shepherdstown, WV.

In October, at the 2017 Land Trust Alliance 
Rally in Denver, LTV was asked to make 
presentations during the annual Conservation 
Defense Network meeting and during a seminar 
on conservation easement defense.  Both 
presentations were opportunities to share 
some of the lessons we have learned about 
enforcing easement restrictions.

We will expand our collaborations with others 
in the local and statewide land conservation 
community.  There is so much conservation 
work to be done.  Our work is part of a larger 
effort to conserve the beauty of Virginia’s 
landscapes and we look forward to exploring 
new opportunities to work together with those 
who share our goals.

Scenic Virginia

Scenic Virginia awarded their prestigious annual 
Scenic Vistas and Lands Preservation Award to 
LTV at the Scenic Awards Ceremony held at the 
State Capitol in Richmond on September 15th.

Scenic Virginia presents this award to 
organizations deserving special recognition for 
their work to conserve our Commonwealth’s 
most significant views and vistas.  The protection 
of those scenic assets is at the heart of  LTV’s 
work.  We received this prestigious award not for 

any particular easement project, but rather for the 
body of our work over the past quarter century.  

Stewardship

The stewardship commitment we make 
to our conservation easement donors is a 
responsibility we take seriously.  In 2017, LTV 
staff monitored every property in our easement 
portfolio, as we do every year, either by site 
visits or by aerial monitoring, to ensure that the 
terms of each easement are being followed.  

Administration and Development

Early in 2017, LTV’s Board of Directors selected 
Sally Price as our new Executive Director.  
Since March, Sally has brought her wealth 
of experience to bear on many areas of our 
operations.  One important step she took 
was to hire Ana-Elisa (“Isa”) Bryant as our 
new Stewardship Manager.  Sally and Isa are 
a perfect complement to Ashton Cole, LTV’s 
Director of Conservation and Stewardship, and 
Kerry Roszel, Development Associate.  Together 
they are proving to be a highly productive team 
and we are fortunate to have each of them 
working with us.

Our staff and Board of Directors continue to 
improve all aspects of LTV’s operations.  In 2017 
we have taken steps to assure our readiness for 
the second five-year renewal of our accreditation 
by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission in 
2018-2019.  We anticipate that we will be among 
the first land trusts in the country to have their 
accreditation renewed twice.

This year we made changes to many aspects 
of our communications and outreach 
efforts.  From the complete redesign of our 
website to the more sophisticated layout of 
our newsletters, annual reports, brochures, 
and greater presence on Facebook, we have 
created a more consistent presentation of the 
important land conservation work done by LTV.  
We have good story to tell and we are making 
significant strides in how well we tell it.

2018 and Beyond

As successful as we have been, we can do 
more.  LTV receives a steady stream of inquiries 
from landowners interested in donating 
conservation easements.  In order to respond 
to those inquiries and to seek out even more 
conservation opportunities we are focused on 
continuing to build our capacity as we begin 
our next 25 years.

Thank you again to all of our supporters, both 
for your help in the past and in anticipation of 
your help in the future.  We are appreciative 
of your trust in us and are proud to be a part 
of the large community of people working 
to conserve the uncommon and exceptional 
beauty of our state.

For the Board,

Christopher C. Dematatis
Chairman

On October 31st the Land Trust of Virginia recorded a conservation easement on the 350-acre Atoka Farm, located four miles west of 
Middleburg.  It is now perpetually conserved by a conservation easement donated to LTV by property owner Mike Smith who purchased 
the farm in 2016.  Prior to the easement, the farm had the potential to be developed into 20 parcels.  This conservation easement 
drastically reduces that number to three.

Mike Smith said that he and Wendy, “... realized, shortly after moving to a neighboring farm, how important it was to protect the beauty 
of Atoka Farm.  To have been able to purchase this farm and then to have been able to preserve it for the future has given us great 
peace of mind.  It holds great historical and political significance; history from the Civil War, and political from Senator John Warner’s 
many functions here when he owned it.  In addition, we appreciate the abundance of native species of trees, plants, and animals that will 
continue to be protected.  This open space is a prime location for fox hunting, which I very much enjoy as a member of the Piedmont 

First 25 Years (continued)

Atoka Farm Conservation Easement Donated to  
Land Trust of Virginia 
Historic 350 acres protected for future generations
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Fox Hounds.  It is for all these reasons that we sought protection.  
LTV's staff and Board was very productive and efficient.”

Atoka Farm has substantial road frontage on a number of local 
roads, and with several access points, it was very vulnerable to 
development.  With this easement, the scenic viewsheds along 
Atoka Road, Route 50, and Crenshaw Road are now protected.  
The property contains 275 acres of important agricultural soils and 
includes 55 acres of forest cover.  The property also has 99 acres 
of the Core Battlefield area for the Civil War Battle of Upperville, 
as well as buildings that contribute to the Cromwell’s Run Rural 

Historic District.  Atoka Farm contains almost a mile of Goose 
Creek, a state scenic river, and 26.7 acres of wetlands.

Atoka Farm has a storied history and was most famously owned 
by Senator John Warner and Elizabeth Taylor.  It was also home 
to Hubert Phipps, the previous owner and editor of The Fauquier 
Democrat, now The Fauquier Times.

“Atoka Farm has significant conservation values,” said Executive 
Director Sally Price.  “We are honored that Mike Smith chose the Land 
Trust of Virginia to hold the conservation easement on this property.”

The Loudoun Sketch Club’s “Art of Conservation” art show and sale 
was held on October 28-29.  It was a fundraising event benefitting 
the Land Trust of Virginia.  The art show included more than 175 
works depicting 26 properties conserved by LTV.  The show was 
held in the barn at Silverbrook Farm, an LTV easement property 
owned by Dot Shetterly.  The exhibition resulted in more than 
$12,000 in sales and the Club has donated 25% of the sales to LTV.

I had the honor of presenting our donation of $3,300 to LTV at their 
annual meeting on November 15th.  The event would not have been 
possible without the support of LTV’s staff, the loan of the barn, and 
our many Sketch Club volunteers.

 

On behalf of Loudoun Sketch Club, I would like to share what 
a pleasure it has been to partner with LTV and to support their 
mission, while also fulfilling the Sketch Club’s which is to create and 
exhibit original works of art inspired by our region’s precious natural 
resources and historic vistas.  To the landowners of these beautiful 
properties  — Thank you for allowing us to visit your properties 
for our Tuesday “paint outs” and record a moment in time with an 
artist’s eyes, hands, and tools.

More than 175 works of art on display at the Art of Conservation. Dot Shetterly's Barn

Loudoun Sketch Club Presents "Art of Conservation"  
Art Show in support of the Land Trust of Virginia
Cindy Bridgman, LSC President

Atoka Farm (continued)
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Dot Shetterly's Silverbrook Farm

While we are aware that many of our supporters and our landowners, whose conservation easements we hold, are generous people who support 
many non-profits both in and outside our community, what follows on these pages are examples of landowners who use their conserved properties to 
give back to our community.  I hope you enjoy reading these stories as much as I enjoyed getting to know about them.

Dot Shetterly's - A Beautiful Place for Giving

Dot Shetterly’s 37-acre Silverbrook Farm is nestled between the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and the picturesque Short Hill Mountain in Hillsboro, VA.  It is 
protected forever by a conservation easement that she donated to the Land 
Trust of Virginia in 2005.

The property’s pastoral rolling landscape features a stone, stucco, and frame 
residence with the earliest wing dating back to the mid-1700’s.  Additions 
were added in the late 1700’s, mid 1800’s, and in 1998.  The long front porch 
overlooks a beautiful meadow and the Blue Ridge Mountains.  In addition 
to the historical house, the property has a wonderful 19th century barn and 
charming gardens.

Dot operates a small Bed and Breakfast and wedding business at Silverbrook 
Farm.  She hosts 20 small weddings per year and, as well, is a licensed Civil 
Celebrant and officiates a large percentage of the weddings.  The residence 
serves as a Bed and Breakfast for guests and the barn is a lovely space for 
gatherings of all kinds.

In addition to making many brides and grooms and their families happy, Dot 
also donates the use of Silverbrook Farm to many of our community’s non-
profit organizations.  She recently hosted the “Art of Conservation” event, an 
exhibition held by the Loudoun Sketch Club and LTV.  See story on page 3. 

In addition, Dot has donated stays at the B&B and the use of the barn to many 
local non-profits.  Some of the charitable uses have included fundraising 
events for Balch Library and the Short Hill Historical Society, hosting a cocktail 

party in the barn for the Catholic Coalition for Special Education, providing 
overnight stays in the B&B as a silent auction item for Capital Hospice, and 
preparing brunches and tea parties for Operation Homefront, and the Old 
Stone School in Hillsboro.

When asked about her charitable giving, Dot remarked, “I feel so fortunate 
that having Silverbrook Farm makes it is so easy to give back.”  Certainly many 
non-profit organizations are grateful to Dot for her generosity and for making 
them feel welcome in her beautiful home.

Catharine Tucker’s Passion for the Natural Environment

Catharine Tucker donated a conservation easement to LTV in 2011 
permanently protecting her 70 acres in central Hanover County.  Other than 
a cleared area for her house and outbuildings, almost the entire property is 
a second-growth forest of mature hardwoods, recently certified as part of 
the Old-Growth Forest Network.  Two perennial streams flow through the 
property, tributaries to a larger creek which flows directly into the Pamunkey 
River which joins the Mattaponi, forms the York River, which empties into the 
Chesapeake Bay, thereby directly linking Catharine’s property to the Bay.  

Catharine received her degrees in botany from Duke University and the 
University of Michigan with emphasis on taxonomy, systematics, and 
ecology.  She taught at the University of Michigan and in Michigan secondary 
schools.  As a long-time activist in conservation, Catharine served on state-
level committees such as the Tier Three Waters Citizens group convened 
by the Department of Environmental Quality and has the distinction of 
being appointed by both Governors Wilder and Allen to the Senate Study 

‘Tis the Season  
but for Some the Season is All Year Long  
Sally B. Price, Executive Director
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Committee on Stormwater Control and Regulation.  She received the 
Conservationist of the Year award from the Virginia Wildlife Federation and 
served as Chair of the Virginia Council of Trout Unlimited and as an elected 
member of the National Resource Board of Trout Unlimited, one of only two 
women on the 40-member National Board at that time.  

Catharine, an accomplished fly angler for more than forty years, is a life 
member of Trout Unlimited.  She served as a fly fishing instructor in the 
“Becoming an Outdoors Woman” program, sponsored by the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, and as an instructor for 21 years at 
the Rivers Conservation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp in Pennsylvania.

For nearly 20 years, Catharine has been using her property to share her 
knowledge and her passion with adults and young people.  She is a Certified 
Master Naturalist with over 1,000 hours of service.  She has led field trips, 
taught classes, and presented to civic groups and other organizations all over 
the state.  She currently leads field trips for both the Virginia Native Plant 
Society and Master Naturalists.  Students in the Basic Master Naturalist Class 
of the Riverine Chapter have enjoyed Catherine’s four-hour field trips on 
her property focusing on seeing both the forest and the trees, using a broad 
ecosystem approach. 

Catharine is a lifelong student of natural history, dedicated to educating her 
fellow Virginians to the rich diversity of plants and animals native to her home 
state.  Both in the maintenance of her property and in her use of it to educate 
others, there is no doubt that Catharine is “giving back” in many ways that 
celebrate our Earth.

Sandy Lerner – Farmer and Philanthropist Extraordinaire

Sandy Lerner is known for her generous philanthropy and her food; the delicious 
food served locally at Hunter’s Head Tavern in Upperville and at Gentle Harvest; 
her gourmet market/butcher shop, eatery, and drive-thru in Marshall.  But she’s 
also known in a much smaller community of farmers who are leading a national 
movement to farm in a new (yet old), sustainable manner.

The complexity of the 
farming taking place 
on Sandy Lerner’s 800-
acre Ayrshire Farm is 
extraordinary.  Ayrshire 
Farm is a national model for 
humane sustainable farming, 
combining 21st century 
technology with 19th century 
farming practices.  The first 
in Virginia to be Certified 
both Humane and Organic 
(certifiedhumane.org/ and 
usda.gov/topics/organic), 
Ayrshire preserves and manages genetically viable herds of rare and 
endangered breeds of livestock and heirloom-variety crop production to 
acquire both self-sufficiency and profitability.  Ayrshire Farm’s mission is to 
farm humanely, sustainably and profitably, promoting the benefits of locally 
produced, humanely raised meats and organic produce to the consumer, the 
community, and children through education, outreach, and example. 

Ayrshire is a “USDA Certified Organic” farm, which means that it stands up 
to rigorous USDA criteria including the use of no synthetic chemicals. This 
means no herbicides, pesticides, hormones, antibiotics, synthetic additives, or 
genetically modified seeds or plants.  At Ayrshire several examples include the 
use of organic turpentine/flaxseed oil for de-worming, intensive-rotational-
sequential multi-species grazing systems, and scientifically managed compost 
and animal waste facilities.  Every inch of the farm is needed to maintain 
organic fields because grazing herds rotate fields.  The layouts of the fields 
change regularly and electric tape is moved around to define them.  

The Farm is also a Certified Humane® operation.  Certified Humane® is an 
independent program that requires the humane treatment of farm animals, 
from birth through slaughter.  These standards ensure that animals have 
ample space, shelter, gentle handling to minimize stress, constant access 
to fresh water, space in which to engage in natural behaviors, and a healthy 
diet of appropriate food, without sub-therapeutic antibiotics and synthetic 
hormones.  Further, the use of cages, crates, and tie stalls are prohibited. 

A third certification for the farm is Predator Friendly®, meaning 
the farm recognizes that predators are an important part of the 
food chain and does not use farming methods that would endanger 
wildlife (predatorfriendly.org/about).  Certified farms and ranches use 
humane practices to keep livestock safe and wildlife alive such as pasture 
management strategies, guardian animals such as dogs and llamas, and 

Continued on page 7
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10 Good Reasons to Donate 
a Conservation Easement

10 Good Reasons to Work 
with LTV

1.   There is never going to be more land, so we need to protect 
what we have. 

2.   Because you will feel a wonderful sense of satisfaction knowing 
that you have protected your property from future development.

3.  Because your ownership of your land remains intact.

4.   Because there are excellent federal and state tax incentives 
available to you.  

5.   Because there may be additional property and estate tax 
incentives available to you.

6.   Because the land will be protected forever, regardless of who 
owns it, and your neighbors will always appreciate what you 
have done.

7.   Because you are helping to keep the community you love the 
way it is forever and the larger community will appreciate that.  

8.   Because you will be protecting wildlife habitat and the quality 
of the environment.

9.   Because you will be helping to protect air and water 
resources for future generations.

10.   Because protecting active farms means protecting our food 
resources and preserving agricultural traditions.

1.   Because we have 25 years of experience working with 
conservation easements.  It is our specialty.  

2.   Because we are accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission.  We were one of the first land trusts accredited 
in the U.S. in 2009 and then we were among the first to be 
re-accredited in 2014.  (There are 28 land trusts in VA and only 
eight are accredited.  To remain accredited, a land trust must 
meet strict standards and reapply every five years.)

3.   Because we will work with you to accomplish your conservation 
goals. While our shared goal is the protection of important 
conservation values, we understand there are various ways to 
accomplish this.  Every conservation easement is unique to the 
property and the landowner.

4.   Because we make an effort to complete your conservation 
easement as efficiently as is possible.  LTV’s staff and Board are 
willing to meet as often as is necessary to review and develop 
an easement.

5.   Because when many organizations close their doors for the 
year, LTV keeps working, trying to help as many landowners as 
possible reach their year-end goals, see Reason #4.

6.   Because after 25 years, we have built a substantial Stewardship 
Endowment that guarantees our ability to fulfill our 
stewardship responsibilities in perpetuity.

7.   Because we work hard to make ourselves available to you 
and to successor landowners, providing interpretations to 
easements as needed.

8.   Because we have the Deborah Whittier Fitts Battlefield Fund, 
which can help defray the costs of conserving land that is part 
of historic battlefield areas.

9.   Because we have expert, knowledgeable, professional staff, 
Board, and Advisory Council.

10.   Because we will defend your easement in the future, if it ever 
needs defending. (Ask us about our current defense work.)

Did You Know?

Do you want us to do more easements?  If so, give and give 
again.  Our only limiting factor is not enough staff.  Why 
don’t you ask your broker to transfer some of your highly 
appreciated stock to the Land Trust of Virginia?  While we 
can’t take bitcoin, we can take some of that Amazon off 
of your hands.  And, have you taken your RMD this year?  
Don’t need the money?  Send the money to us and we will 
put it to good use.  Call Sally Price at 540-687-8441 or go to 
http://landtrustva.org/stockgifts

Record High for Stock 
Markets . . . Can it Last?
By Steffanie Burgevin, Retired Financial Advisor
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vigilant observation.  Through these practices producers can reduce the risk 
of conflict between livestock and wildlife.  In several cases, Sandy has also 
worked with Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, providing a place for wildlife release.

The Land Trust of Virginia is proud to hold the conservation easement on this 
property.  In 2001, Sandy Lerner worked with LTV and reduced the potential 
of future development to 16 property divisions.  In 2004 Sandy worked with 
LTV to revise the easement and reduce that number to eight future divisions.  
Then in 2006, protection was further strengthened to only two divisions.  

To add to the list of the many extraordinary accomplishments of Sandy 
Lerner and her Ayrshire Farm, in addition to allowing area charities to use 
the Ayrshire mansion for fundraisers, Sandy gives away hundreds of turkeys 
and other products each year to area charities.  Most recently she gave 3,000 
pounds of chicken to victims of Hurricane Harvey in Houston.  Philanthropist 
and farmer extraordinaire, Sandy Lerner!

Thank You!

SAVE THE DATE:
Friday, February 2, 2018 – 6:00 p.m. Reception;  
6:30-7:30 p.m. Program at The Hill School. 

Observing our Changing Planet from Space

Over five decades of observing Earth from space has revealed the 
effects of our changing climate, from severe droughts to rising 
sea levels to more powerful storms.  Come hear Dr. Ellen Renee 
Stofan, who recently served as a NASA chief scientist, serving as 
principal advisor to NASA Administrator Charles Bolden on the 
agency's science programs and science-related strategic planning 
and investments.  Other positions have included serving as a 
senior scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, 
CA, including chief scientist for NASA's New Millennium Program, 
deputy project scientist for the Magellan Mission to Venus, and 
experiment scientist for SIR-C, an instrument that provided radar 
images of Earth on two shuttle flights.

Stofan holds master 
and doctorate degrees 
in geological sciences 
from Brown University in 
Providence, R.I., and a bachelor's degree from the College of William 
and Mary in Williamsburg, VA.  Her research work has focused on 
the geology of Venus, Mars, Saturn's moon Titan, and Earth. 

This event is co-sponsored by LTV and Goose Creek Association.

Please plan on joining us on February 2nd.

SAVE THE DATE for LTV’s Fabulous Annual

If you are shopping on line 
this holiday season, be sure 
to shop on Amazon Smile 
and select “Land Trust 
of Virginia, Inc.” as your 
charity of choice.  

'Tis the Season (continued)

Garden Party
an event you won’t want to miss.
Mark Your Calendar: Sunday, May 20, 2018
Location to be revealed in our next newsletter.
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